CHAPTER II

GENERAL CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
A,   Rainfall

NO survey, however cursory, of the climatic characteristics
of any region is of practical value unless it takes account
of the seasonal distribution, as well as of the yearly total,
of whatever precipitation occurs in it. In view of the pre-
dominance of agriculture in one or other of its forms among the
industries in every country In South America except one, namely
Bolivia, special emphasis requires to be given to seasonal fluctua-
tions in rainfall in discussing the climatic phenomena of the
continent.1 But here there Is the difficulty of insufficient data.
The number of meteorological stations Is few In proportion to the
vast area, and a number of those actually In existence have been
working too short a time to give trustworthy annual, to say
nothing of seasonal, averages. Rainfall maps for even the more
fully settled parts of South America have accordingly to be
revised from time to time, to bring them more nearly Into accord-
ance with the facts as revealed by the records of more effective
weather services. The outstanding facts of climate are known,
however, in a general sort of way for the coastal zones right round
the continent and for some of the economically more important
inland regions as well, and with this material It is possible to
frame a working account of the rainfall and other climatic con-
ditions In almost all the more populous parts of South America,
and to get a rough idea of the same conditions In the rest.

The continent as a whole falls Into a number of well-marked
climatic regions whose boundaries are determined as in other
continents, mainly by the position of the great belts of planetary
winds in conjunction with the position, the height and the
direction of the chief highland axes* These South American
climatic regions stand out as a rule with singular clearness, and

1 From the agricultural standpoint there are further Important factors
to be considered In connection with the rainfall, e.g. whether It occurs In
a few violent downpours or is evenly spread throughout the season or the
year, and again, whether the run-off is rapid or comparatively slow.
These and similar factors are dealt with in the detailed accounts below
of the various parts of the continent.